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From the Editor
One of the advantages of being editor of New Wine, New
Wineskins is that I get to read and reflect and be formed by
each article individually and each issue before publication.
Truly the Holy Spirit is weaving a tapestry through our
communities that we do not perceive in depth of beauty or
import. The articles in this issue focus on purposes that are
unfolding because communities are a people in a certain
place.
Peter Poppleton introduces this theme of people, place,
and purpose. He encourages us to “be totally open to how
[God} will use us for His purposes”. God finds each of our
communities as a particular people in a place who have
agreed on a purpose, yet He surprises us with further
purposes of which we had not dreamed. In this issue we
discover some unexpected purposes the Lord is unfolding
through His people being planted in certain places: City of
the Lord Community and their part in helping birth the John
17 Movement and Glory to God Community and their
physical location at the birthplace of the of the Pentecostal
move of the Holy Spirit in the United States.

Rick McKinney’s testimony of “The Return” in
Washington, D.C., a day of prayer, repentance and
return to the Lord with all our hearts, reminds us of the
importance of repentance and returning to the Lord as
we live our daily lives with brothers and sisters.
God loves variety, as seen in the two communities to
whom we are introduced. Presentation Ministries and Joy of
the Holy Spirit exemplify the creativity of the Holy Spirit
both in their structure, purpose, and service. All our
communities are enriched to be in relationship with them.

Editorial Team:
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On the final page of this issue, find two books
recommended for grandparents to help them forge
relationships with their grandchildren and pass on a Christian
Culture. Perhaps consider sending, for Christmas, a copy of
one of these books to other grandparents.
I just could not get the term “Stone’s Folly” out of my
head. (reference the article by Lee Defender on Stone’s Folly)
Mr. Stone did not count the cost and was unable to finish his
castle in Kansas. His home became known as Stone’s Folly. A
folly is an absurdity, a costly and foolish undertaking.
“Stones” in Scripture has an exalted meaning. Christ is the
cornerstone. The church is built of us, living stones, one built
upon another. Community life can at times seem like a folly.
It can be costly in term of time and relationships and
resources. The finished product is not always immediately
discernable. But I would rather be God’s folly and follow
Christ joyfully because, “The message of the cross is
complete absurdity to those who are headed for ruin, but to us
who are experiencing salvation, it is the power of God (1 Cor
1:18) “For God’s folly is wiser than men, and his weakness
more powerful than men.” (1Cor1:25)
May we all live radically as God’s “living Stone’s Folly”.
This newsletter belongs to all of us in NAN (North
American Network of Charismatic Covenant
Communities). We welcome you to contribute
articles to it! - Happenings in your community,
outreaches, ministries, anything you think will build
Charismatic Community life and add to the culture
of community. Please submit to
mawmaw4july@gmail.com

Editor: Mary Ann West,
Assistant Editor: Sharon Poppleton,
Graphics & Layout Editor: Dirk West
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From the Desk of the NAN Moderator
This past February we
gathered for our first official
conference. Many of us were
welcomed into the homes of
Faith Village by a people
known as the Alleluia
Community. Faith Village is
the geographic home of the
Alleluia Community. It is a
place where you feel at home
with brothers and sisters. It is
a place for a people called by
the Lord to live a radical
calling – the Gospel way of
life! It is a place for a people who live a deep purpose,
driven by the Holy Spirit. People, place, purpose are
all woven together in Faith Village and in each of our
communities.
What did the Lord have in mind when He called
brothers and sisters to gather into a village, into a
community? This question makes me think of coming
home. It makes me think how the Lord answered a call
in my heart to be part of a people.
Years ago, Sharon (my wife) and I took a vacation
to New Mexico. A Franciscan friend of mine invited
us to visit Jemez Pueblo. We toured the village and
then ended up in a home with one of the families. The
father of the family was a nurse who learned that
occupation while serving in the military. He was still
active as a nurse and worked in Albuquerque. At that
time, the drive from Jemez to Albuquerque took well
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Peter Poppleton, NAN Moderator

over an hour. He worked four days a week and I, with
an American “efficiency” perspective, asked why he
didn’t have an apartment in Albuquerque. He said,
“Oh, no. Every night I need to be home with my
people.” Every night he had to go back to the place of
his people. He knew who he was. He knew where he
came from and he wanted to continue to live the deep
purpose of his life. In our communities we are a
people, in a place, and we have been called into the
purposes of the Lord.
Also, in our communities we have a sense of being
at home with our people and this comes from the Lord.
Romano Guardini reflects on what the apostles
experienced when being with the Lord: “…so that
when they were together with Him, they felt they had
come home” (Guardini, Jesus Christus, 34). It is from
that home – our being with the Lord – that we will
continue to grow in our understanding of the Lord’s
purpose for our way of life and how that purpose will
continue into the future. Cardinal Cordes once said,
“Movements are the medicine for the Church and for
the World!” Covenant communities are certainly one
of these movements. The world needs this medicine –
the medicine of being part of a people, having a
sense of place, of being at home and embracing the
purposes of the Lord. Brothers and sisters let us go
forward in our call from the Lord and be totally open to
how He will use us for His purposes!

Page:

3 of 13

New Wine
and

New Wineskins
Stone’s Folly

“For God’s folly is wiser that men, and
his weakness more powerful than
men.” (1Cor 1:25)
By Lee Defendorf, Glory to God Community
After cleaning the basement, the first event we held was
a 2016 prayer meeting with a variety of faiths represented.
Amazingly we had 30 chairs, another 30 people standing in
the basement and 12 more watching on a video monitor just
outside the door. 30+30+12=72 who came, saw, and spread
the Good News.

Most Pentecostals know the story of Stone’s
Folly, where January 1st, 1901, the Pentecostal
movement began when the Holy Spirit fell on a
small bible school. Our Glory to God Community
has been meeting at the Catholic parish, that is built
on the same grounds where the Stone's Folly
mansion had been. A few years ago, I researched for
the exact location of where the building had stood. I
proved that the original basement of the mansion,
which now has a 1905 farmhouse built on it, has
been used as the Church Rectory since 1947.
Since word traveled about the discovery, groups
of Christians from Pentecostal/Charismatic
streams of grace began contacting the parish
office asking to see and pray in the
basement. The office has been directing
requests to me, but some people are just led
by the Holy Spirit and come looking for
Stone’s Folly, not sure what they will find.
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November 25, 2019, a group of 25 from Lawrence,
Kansas, Women’s Aglow chapter, came with well-known
worship leader Kent Henry. He led them in a powerful
prayer meeting filled with prophecy, prayer and words of
knowledge.
February 29th, 2020, 42 students and faculty from the
Assembly of God’s Evangel University in Springfield,
Missouri, visited on a lunchtime tour of Early Pentecostal
sites in Kansas and Missouri. We gave them a copy of a
painting of the Stone's Folly mansion for the archives of the
Flower Pentecostal Heritage Center in Springfield. This
Heritage Center houses the largest collection of Pentecostal
historical archives in the world.
On a Saturday last summer, a family drove to Topeka
from Dallas Texas looking for Stone‘s Folly. A man, his
wife, 3 children and the wife's parents from India showed up
at the door. He was an
Assembly of God pastor
who said, “Before I leave
America, I have to see
Stone’s Folly”. I told them
the history but did not have
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Stone’s Folly (Cont’d)
a key. They were about to leave when the Parish
pastor came by and unlocked the door. As we
prayed together, the elder man cried joyful tears.
Another group of Pentecostals from the
Justice House of Prayer in Washington, DC,
visited on Monday 31 August. Justice House of
Prayer has members from across the U.S. as well
as China, Nigeria and the Middle East. While they
were praying a man on crutches joined us. He is a
minister of a Messianic Jewish community in
Beaumont, Texas. He has Cerebral Palsy, and
because of the Covid-19 Pandemic, he has been
confined to his house. Restricted movement has
caused his back to become stiff and painful. He
evacuated to a friend’s home in Fort Worth to
avoid Hurricane Laura, and they decided to come to Topeka to find Stone’s
Folly. When they got here, they called the church office which told him to "Get
over there right now and if you hurry you can join them”. We all laid on hands
and prayed for his back pain. I found him on Facebook a couple of weeks later
and he told me, “Ever since you prayed for me, I have had no further pain and
am feeling great.” Praise God.
We had another group from Topeka Aglow fellowship that came October
16th. They brought two guests with prophetic ministries, Larry Sparks and Anna
Warner, who ministered at an event in Topeka on 16 and 17 October. They
wanted to come, see, and pray at Stone’s Folly.
We are also planning an all-night Prayer and Praise New Year’s Eve and a Big
Celebration New Year’s Day for the 120th anniversary of the Holy Spirit’s
outpouring at Stone’s Folly. In the near future we hope the basement will be
incorporated into a Museum of the Holy Spirit.
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JOHN 17 MOVEMENT – Relational Ecumenism
By Sharon Poppleton

“Let’s gather ‘round the table. Let’s have a
gelato!” ( Italian ice cream) These words have
become the unofficial motto of the John 17
Movement that originated in Phoenix, Arizona 8
years ago. They were originally said by the founder,
marketplace Pastor Joe Tosini. Of course, the
official rallying cry is the Scripture from John 17:
May they all be one. Father, may they be one in us,
as You are in Me and I am in You, so that the world
may believe it was You who sent Me.”(John17:21)
John 17 reaches out to Catholics, Protestants, Orthodox,
Evangelical and Pentecostals, Charismatics – all believers
who proclaim Jesus is Savior and Lord. Tosini is fond of
sharing the movement’s heart in these words: “God the
Father wants all His children at His table together, just like
a human father wants all his children to love each other. A
division among a father’s children is a deep, heartfelt pain.”
Tosini further explains, “The goal of sin is to divide. The
goal of salvation is to unite. God’s plan is to unite. His
intention, before He created anything, is best understood as
building a house (the garden) for Him to dwell in with His
family in all its diversity, yet blended in a harmony of
relational love that exists in the Trinity.”
Eight years ago, Tosini was having dinner with the
Phoenix auxiliary Bishop Eduard Nevares, Catholic convert
Wayne Rich, and Pastor Gary Kinnaman. They were
discussing religious topics. With their differences in
Theology, the conversation seemed to be going nowhere. At
one point, Bishop Nevares said, “Can’t we all just pray?”
So, they began to pray, and the Holy Spirit moved them to
form John 17.
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Shortly after John 17 began, Phoenix’s Bishop
Olmsted asked Peter Poppleton, at that time the Overall
Coordinator of COTL, saying, “I want City of the Lord
to be involved in this. You folks can do this well
(referring to Christian unity).” City of the Lord
Community supports the movement, and several
members are actively involved in event planning and
speaking.
From its small beginnings in Phoenix, the movement
has grown to include pastors, priests, and bishops from
all over the country and the world. They live in Oregon,
New York, Bulgaria, France, Belgium, Brazil, Italy, and
the list keeps growing There have been monthly
logistical meetings, small and large dinners among
leaders, and large open events held at various churches,
Catholic, Evangelical, and non-denominational. At
present, however, events and fellowship are mainly
relegated to ZOOM calls.
While commonality of beliefs is the frequent basis of
fellowship and prayer, there is a respect and an
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On a recent John 17 ZOOM meeting,
Jean-Luc Moens, the Moderator of Charis,
informed the group that Pope Francis has
chosen the John 17 Movement as one of the
movements to aid in the ecumenical focus of
CHARIS. In the last few years, in fact, Joe
Tosini and several dozen non-Catholic
pastors have been meeting with Pope
Francis in Rome. Jean-Luc said that one
effort of CHARIS is to help its members work for unity. The Charismatic Renewal itself, Jean-Luc points
out, has deep roots in ecumenism. He said, “Among the Charismatics, this has sometimes been forgotten.
We can do this again, as we did 40 to 50 years ago.”
It has been 43 years since the Kansas City Conference, where over 20 denominations came together
in unity to worship and proclaim Jesus as Lord. A highlight of the conference was the prophecy given by
Ralph Martin: “Mourn and weep, for the Body of My Son is broken.” ( Google: Kansas City Conference
1977 YouTube ) Jean-Luc is reminding members of
CHARIS, which includes the North American Network of
Communities, that it is time to rekindle the desire and
efforts for unity.
May they all be one. Father, may they be one in us, as
You are in Me and I am in You, so that the world may
believe it was You who sent Me. (John 17: 21)

Fall 2020
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Reﬂections on “The Return”
By Rick McKinney, Mother of God Community
On Saturday, September 26, 2020, I took the Metro
Subway from Gaithersburg, Maryland and went to the Mall
in Washington, DC with some of my brothers and sisters
here at the Mother of God Community (the James, the
Singers, and others). We, along with tens of thousands of
other Christians, were attending a Prayer March organized
by evangelist Franklin Graham, son of Billy Graham, and
also an all-day prayer event on the Mall, called “The
Return,” spearheaded by author and pastor, Jonathan Cahn.
Coming above ground via the Smithsonian Metro exit, we
met some 14 brothers and sisters from our sister
community, Alleluia, from Augusta, Georgia.
Right after our time of greeting, Pastor Cahn, speaking
on the Jumbo Tron, related that the September 26 date and
the title "The Return," was chosen before realizing that it
was the Jewish Sabbath known as Shabbat Shuvah, the
Sabbath of Return or of Repentance. This was the solemn
Sabbath between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, the
sacred Day of Atonement. He said that from of old,
Yahweh, I Am Who Am, had appointed that day as a
special day to return to Him in repentance and prayer.

least to the greatest. I was grateful for a God who had
created us with bodies in time and space so that we would
be enabled to kneel before Him, to repent time after time
and to consciously call upon Him and to give Him glory
and honor as our Savior and Lord. And I said, “thank
you Lord, thank you.”
We later went over to the World War II Monument to
join the Prayer March, after which I left to return home in
gratitude to God. However, at 5:00 p.m. at the White House,
and I believe, not coincidentally, very shortly after the
events on the Mall, I was able to listen on the TV to our
Catholic charismatic sister, Amy Coney Barrett, a member
of a covenant community in South Bend, accept her
nomination to the U.S. Supreme Court. I realized that the
same God who providentially directs the times and seasons
of our repentance and return to Him, also directs His times
and ways of answering prayer. And I said again, “thank
you Lord, thank you”
Our God is a God beyond time and space, a God of
love, and of power, and of wisdom, and one who delights
when His people humble themselves and pray and return to
Him.

With that thought I had to fall on my knees in
prayer and repentance for myself, my family, our
community, our country, our world, and for our
entire universe. I was not paying attention anymore
to what was being said, but I knew I had to kneel
before the God who made me. After a little while I
looked up, and to my amazement, I saw that
everyone else was kneeling around me, from the
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Come and meet:

Presentation Ministries, Ohio

by Mark Mussman, Head Director
Presentation Ministries (PM) was
founded in 1983 by Fr. Albert Lauer (Fr.
Al), an active parish priest in the
Cincinnati Archdiocese. Fr. Al had a
prolific evangelistic outreach through
various media outlets (audio and video
publications, radio, and podcasts). He
touched many in the U.S. and abroad
with the message of Jesus’ saving
power. His legacy has provided PM
with a treasury of teachings in
continuing the work today. Fr. Al went
to his eternal reward in 2002.
Presentation Ministries was established as a Catholic
“Private Lay Association of the Faithful “under Canon
Law in 1992 by the Archbishop of Cincinnati, Ohio. Our
primary mission is based on Eph 4:12: to equip the
holy ones for the work of ministry, for building up
of the body of Christ. Presentation Ministries’
purpose is to help the faithful grow in discipleship by
imitating Jesus more deeply in His character and
ministry.
Our vision emphasizes discipleship through the
Eucharistic Word of God, i.e., applying the daily
readings of the Mass to our lives, frequent reception
of the Eucharist, and participating in Christian
community. This equips the faithful to become disciples
within their parish and their environment. The goal of
being a disciple of Christ is to make Christ present in
the world; and to make more disciples by giving away
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to others what we have received. We grow the body of
Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit working through
home-based communities. We place a strong emphasis on
being led by and operating in the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
Membership in Presentation Ministries (PM) consists
of belonging to a home-based community (HBC)
networked with PM. Each PM home-based community
(HBC) develops its own distinct covenant, and the members
of that HBC covenant with each other. There are similarities
in the covenants, such as: prayer, Mass, weekly adoration,
the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and days of fasting and
abstinence. Each HBC has unique characteristics in terms of
their predominant ministry which allows the uniqueness of
each group’s charisms to grow and prosper with the proper
leadership. The HBCs are an essential part of PM and are
connected through networkers. The wording of their
covenants networks them with PM.
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Presentation Ministries, Ohio (Cont’d)
All ministries provided by PM function within the
Private Lay Association of the Faithful. The lay
association is staffed and managed by volunteers.
Ideally, each ministry is primarily supported by an
HBC, allowing those members to grow spiritually by
exercising their individual gifts. The HBCs provide an
atmosphere for the
development of evangelists,
pastors, and teachers. The
vision of PM and its
ministries both attract and
develop individuals from
various HBC’s, who in turn,
supply the support of the
overall vision.

• Annual Bible Institute is held for 8 days at
Xavier University. Registration is from all over US
with some international attendees.
• Guadalupe Bible College provides home
study courses.

Some of the ministries
formed from HBCs:
• One Bread One Body
publication prints 120,000 in
English, 18,000 in Spanish,
and is in 14 countries
worldwide.
• Daily Bread Radio
Program Podcast is heard
around the world. Fr Al is still on the air on 30 radio
stations, on Laudate application, and other RSS
sources.

Many other resources including Fr. Al’s
teachings can be found on our website
www.presentationministries.com

• Discipleship Center conducts many retreats and
seminars year-round.
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Joy of the Holy Spirit – Gozo del Espiritu Santo
Los Angeles, California
By Carlos Aguilar, Chief Executive Officer

On December 4, 1981, after almost three years of
discernment, the seven core leaders, under the direction of
the Holy Spirit, and led by their faith and desire to always
please the Lord, decided to form a charismatic covenant
community. During a three-day weekend vigil, the
community took on the name of “Gozo del Espiritu Santo”
as given by the Lord through prophecy. The Lord also gave
them, what is now for us our core mission based on
Isaiah 61:1-3, a threefold mission; to give eternal praise
to the Lord, to be fathers to the poor, and to impart the
Holy Spirit throughout the world.

Our Community Today: The covenant was
passed on to many followers including the Young
Adult Group “Robles de Justicia” (Oaks of
Righteousness), which was formed in the same
community in South Los Angeles. This young
adult group is now
the Second
Generation
existing as the
continuation of
“Joy of the Holy
Spirit”. In 2000,
Joy of the Holy
Spirit set in motion
a new chapter as a
charismatic
covenant
community with formal statutes in the State of
California as “Joy of the Holy Spirit” under the
leadership of Father Humberto Bernabe, who has
been our spiritual director throughout these last 20
years.

With time, this small community blossomed and
became a spring for the renovation movement across the
Los Angeles area. Through the impartation of the Holy
Spirit at the Life in the Spirit Seminars, many charisms
continued to grow. Many received vocations to the
priesthood and religious life. The gift of leadership surged.
These leaders are now spread around other cities in
California, Texas, Alaska, and North Carolina, as well as
other communities in Mexico and Honduras.

Spiritual Growth Programs: After the Life
in the Spirit seminar, we give participants spiritual
formation classes that include basic adult catholic
spirituality. Upon the completion of a ten-week
course, we offer them the opportunity to continue
their journey by enrolling in Discipleship
Formation which takes about four years. During
this process, they are invited to discern and to
freely choose to be part of our community by

Humble Beginnings: “Gozo del Espiritu Santo” (Joy
of the Holy Spirit) began in a small, charismatic, parish
community in 1979 during the charismatic wave which
was fueled by the National Charismatic Renewal of the
1970s and ’80s. Surrounded by poverty and gang violence,
the members would meet weekly in the South Los Angeles
parish, Presentation of Mary Catholic Church, to praise and
worship God and help one another to grow in a new life in
the Holy Spirit.
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Joy of the Holy Spirit – Gozo del Espiritu Santo (Cont’d)
making a lifetime covenant commitment to serve the
Lord. Community members participate actively in
their local parishes as well as in the civic
community of the surrounding area.

being active members in their given parish,
community members can join ministries that focus

Demographics: Our community is as diverse
as the state we live in. Although predominantly
Spanish speaking, more of our SecondGeneration members now have children who are
bilingual (Spanish and English) and come from
many different ethnic and cultural backgrounds.
Empowered by the Holy Spirit: In our
community, we operate using the gifts of the
Holy Spirit. During our four-year Discipleship
program, we continue to empower our members
to achieve their purpose and calling by the Lord
into the fivefold ministerial call given in
Ephesian 4:11; to be apostles, prophets,
preachers, pastors, and teachers. Our program is
broken down into four phases: the discovery Phase,
Detachment Phase, Development Phase, and a PreCovenant Phase.
Throughout the year we also offer healing,
prophecy, and seminars as well as praise and worship
teaching to our youth with guitar, bass, drums, and
voice lessons. Lastly, we have a current executive
board, consisting of 10 members
that plan, execute, and evaluate our
community and ministries.
Community Life/Outreach:
Members can join several ministries
within our community. As well as
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on different issues such as married life, youth
groups, young adults, and men and women’s
groups. Outreach also includes missions to other
states and countries giving revival retreats.
Currently, because of the Covid-19, our groups
have been meeting via Zoom through which we
have launched and expanded our community. Our
healing masses, prayer and adoration nights are
scheduled once a month. You can catch our
“Sabado de Gozo” (Joyous Saturday Day of the
Lord) streamed live every second Saturday via
YouTube or Facebook through “Gozo del Espiritu
Santo”.
We strive to be living reflections of Christ and
are excited to be part of the NANCCC and its
expansion to achieve greatness.
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Some Great Reads that are Circulating in Communities:

The Strategic Grandparent

By Michael Shaughnessy, The Word Among Us Press

Reviewed by Sharon Poppleton
“What if the most important mission in your whole life is about to begin right now?” Mr.
Shaughnessy asks. After reading this book, I am not only filled with zeal to be a
“missionary” to my 12 grandchildren, but I feel equipped to do this strategically. It is a
delightful, inspiring, and relatively quick read. It is filled with the author’s own lifetime of
wisdom gained from years of youth ministry as well as the testimonies of dozens of
grandparents’ life examples of strategic grandparenting. Of course, I have intended to be
a good grandparent, but now I have a sense of direction, clear tools, and all kinds of
practical ideas on how to do it. There are lots of books out there on the ‘how-to’s” of
grandparenting that tell how to form bonds, have fun activities, create memories, hang out
together, share stories, etc. This one cuts to the chase: clarifying God’s call to
grandparents so that we can help pass on the faith that will lead to eternal life.

Dreams for Your Grandchild, the Hidden Power of a Catholic
Grandparent

by Allen R. Hunt, Wellspring
Reviewed by Melody Arcangelo
Learn how you can strengthen your relationships with your grandchildren and
introduce them to a vibrant faith life—no matter their age (https://
www.dynamiccatholic.com/dreams-for-your-grandchild). Though an easy read, this
book is best read intentionally so that each of the seven steps can become habitual. It
begins with a Prayer for Grandparents, one worth including in your daily prayer as
you pray for yourself. Chapters deal with specific subjects (e.g. Love Lavishly, Build
habits Boldly, Model Masterfully, Connect Creatively,). Throughout the book there
are key points, questions to consider, action steps to begin doing immediately after
each chapter, prayers, and helpful tools. One tool is the ABC’s of Dreams that the
author wrote for his grandson’s life and faith (a great model to structure for each
grandchild)! This book is chockful of ideas to help influence and inspire
grandchildren.
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