New

Wine

And

New wineskins
Issue No.: Inaugural Edition // Spring 2020

The Charisim of Covenant Community
Retreat Gathering Highlights
Service for “A Time Such as This”
Meet Two NAN Communities
Newsletter of the North American Network of Charismatic Covenant
Communities (NAN)

New Wine
and

New Wineskins

Letter from the Editor

community life... A renewed, mature ardor for
relationships within your own community and between
communities... That our communal relationships would
bring forth new life… and extend the Kingdom of God.

By Mary Ann West

Joy! Brothers and Sisters in the Lord!
This is the inaugural edition of the newsletter of the
North American Network of Charismatic Covenant
Communities. In the future we will refer to NAN as the
acronym. As we are a people on the move, the name may
change to better reflect our relationships between our
communities.
In preparation for this newsletter, I have been
thinking a lot about relationships on numerous levels –
The relationship between Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
relationships between husbands and wives and in
families, relationships between brothers and sisters in
communities. All these relationships have this in
common. It is a Law of Spiritual Dynamics…
Relationships beget Life.
Relationship within the Holy Trinity created Life “in
the beginning…God created” … (Genesis 1:1)
The Father loves the Son and has given everything
over to Him (John3:35)
The Son loves the Father and does all that He sees
the Father doing. The Father fully poured out His gift of
the Spirit on His Son. (John3:34)
The Holy Spirit loves the Son and dwells in
everyone who accepts Him. And in union with Jesus, the
Holy Spirit loves the Father and intercedes for us as God
wills. (Romans 8:26-7,34)
God is Love…and Love is about relationship…. And
Love creates…begets life.
Our prayer is that this newsletter will help to freshly
stir up and feed that call on your life for relational
Editorial Team:
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In this first edition are some exciting articles. Peter
Poppleton, the newly elected moderator of NAN, writes
encouraging words on our covenant life. Sharon
Poppleton describes the wonderful retreat that the
Leaders experienced at the end of February, at Alleluia
Community, Augusta, Georgia. Mary Ann West shares
on New Creation Community’s service response in the
midst of Covid 19. An announcement of three
communities joining together for fellowship is an
example of living our lives together. This edition
concludes with two of the communities who are
members of NAN introducing themselves, with the
promise of more community introductions in the
following issues.
In future editions you will see articles on topics such
as “Why Covenant Community”, sharing ideas on
formation and outreach, opportunities for communities
members to participate in an event of another
community, articles and sharings from your own
community that you think would be upbuilding for all of
us, discerned prophetic words applicable to all. Articles
will be as varied as our communities and will come from
you. What do you want to share to encourage this
particular stream of the Body of Christ?
God Bless you all!
P.S. We would appreciate any suggestions of
content, formatting, or just general comments. We would
also appreciate contributors of articles, pictures of even
art work. THIS IS YOUR NEWSLETTER, BUILDING
ALL OF OUR RELATIONSHIPS.
Email: mawmaw4july@gmail.com

Editor: Mary Ann West,
Assistant Editor: Sharon Poppleton,
Graphics & Layout Editor: Dirk West
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From the Moderator of North American Network of
Charismatic Covenant Communities (NAN)

By Peter Poppleton, Moderator of NAN

Christ
Christ isis Risen!
Risen! Indeed,
Indeed, He
He
has
has Risen!
Risen!
This is historical fact and we are
called to be participants in this
historical fact. We are participants
because He has called us to be part
of His family. In Mt 28 Jesus tells
Mary Magdala and the other Mary,
“go and tell my brothers” that I am
alive. Jesus uses the word
“brothers” – a familial word – to
address His disciples. We are His
disciples and we too are brought
into His family.
Those of us who have been given the
“charism” of covenant community have a
particular experience of family. One of my
favorite understandings of charism is found in
the Summer 2002 issue of Communio. It is by
Antonio Maria Sicari.
[A]... Charism is a gift whereby the Spirit
marks certain of the baptized, makes them fall in
love with Christ in a special way, gathers them in
a spiritual homeland, assigns the particular tasks
for the building up of the Church, and educates
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them with the pedagogical persuasiveness that
characterizes the charism.
For me, being brought into a “spiritual
homeland” suggests a particular familial
relationship with brothers and sisters. And, since
the charism assigns “particular tasks for the
building up of the Church” we are brothers and
sisters with the Lord and are to engage specific
tasks in the Body of Christ in our time of history.
CHARIS calls us to three specific tasks in
this time of history: 1.) to bring the Baptism in
the Holy Spirit to all, 2.) to assist in bringing
unity to the Body of Christ, and 3.) to serve the
poor. We receive this call as members with a
homeland, with a specific family. NAN exists
not only to serve the tasks of CHARIS. NAN
exists to support each other’s communities – to
strengthen and enliven the spiritual homeland to
which we have been called.
We have particular cultures to bring to the
Church. Our service to the Church rests on these
cultures. They are our spiritual foundation from
which we serve the Church.
As we move toward Pentecost let us pray
for the grace to continue to fall more deeply in
love with Christ. Let us pray for the grace to
strengthen and grow the culture of our
homelands. And let us pray for the grace to
have deeper clarity about the tasks the Lord
has given us to do. Come, Holy Spirit!
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The First North American Network of Charismatic Covenant
Communities (NAN) Gathering
Augusta, Georgia
By Sharon Poppleton
The first NAN gathering was held February 27-29 in
Augusta, Georgia. Almost 80 people gathered for
teachings, worship, fellowship, and prayer ministry, with
a Saturday evening Lord’s Day celebration capping the
event. The emphasis was “Signs and Wonders”, as many
leaders had discerned a need to grow in this area in to
better implement evangelism born out of covenant life.
Leaders and members from NAN communities were
hosted by Alleluia Community for teachings, worship,
prayer ministry, and fellowship. Many guests were also
there from Australia, Poland, Austria, Italy, Brazil, and
India.
Bob Garrett, Overall Coordinator of Alleluia
Community, began the event with a talk on covenant life.
John Arnott, a founder of Catch the Fire Network (of the
Toronto Blessing revival), spoke of equipping the saints
for an imminent time of great evangelism. And Mary
Healy, a professor of Sacred Scripture at Sacred Heart
Major Seminary in Detroit and an international speaker
on Scripture, healing and evangelism, taught how to live
the normal Christian life as a supernatural Christian.
There was a thread throughout the retreat that in
order to go forth in the power of the Holy Spirit, one
must be continually renewed and refreshed in His power
and presence. It was sensed that the graces and gifts of
the Spirit that were imparted on attendees were also

being granted to all the members of their communities.
Speakers shared that they believe a great time of
evangelism accompanied with signs and wonders is
imminent. This was best illustrated by a prophecy given
20 years ago by Bob Jones, (of the Apostolic/Prophetic
movement, also known as the Kansas City Prophets). Mr.
Jones had said, “When the Kansas City Chiefs win the
Super Bowl, you will know that revival is about to come.
God is raising up His apostolic chiefs.”
It is a difficult, if not an impossible task to impart
experiential enthusiasm of participation in an event to
those not present. I have compiled statements from
keynote speakers that I hope can in some way convey a
sense of the teachings and can stand apart in an inspiring
way.
“God is restoring to us our charismatic birthright.”
[Through Charis]”…the Pope has entrusted to the
communities the Baptism of the Holy Spirit of the whole
world.”
“You have been personally selected to cross the
Jordan.”
“All community members should be effective and
holy spiritual directors.”
(Continued next page)
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The First North American Network of Charismatic Covenant
Communities (NAN) Gathering
(Continued from previous page)
“You shouldn’t regret all the sacrifices
you’ve made in community because it’s the
highest calling.”
“We are crossing into the Promised Land. If
you’re not ready, get ready.”
“What are you going to look like when
you’re filled with the utter fullness of God?”
“The motivation (for evangelism) has to be
to love people and care about what happens to
their eternity.”
“The only thing that will touch today’s
people is love.”
“When God sends you out, He equips you.”
“The Lord doesn’t like it when the Holy
Spirit is kept in the attic like a crazy relative and
only brought out for those few who can
understand.”
Matthew 10:8: “Cure the sick, raise the
dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons.”
“When the Lord says, ‘Heal the sick,’ He
means, ‘YOU heal the sick.’”

“The time is now. The Lord is the Great I
Am, not the Great Will Be.”
“Never tire of the infilling of the Holy Spirit
so that you are ministering in His strength.”
“If you are not evangelizing, don’t expect to
see signs and wonders.”
“In the Charismatic Renewal, we have
usurped the power of the Holy Spirit. We know
how to do it all and we (often)rely on ourselves.”
“Faith gets deep in the response to the
degree a revelation is personal.” (origin of
quote: Fr. Francis Martin)
“What if the Prodigal Son had run into the
older brother instead of the Father? Does the
Church look like that?”
“Revelation of the Father’s love changes
your life. You can’t be dominated by fear of
depression when Jesus is Lord.”
“We need fresh revelation all the time.”
“The battle is heating up and the Lord wants us
on the front lines with great authority and
boldness.”

We were in God’s Throne Room during worship. One of the songs we prayerfully and prophetically sang
was “New Wine” by Hillsong Worship. For your worship also, here is a link: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=1ozGKlOzEVc
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Service for “A Time Such as This”
By Mary Ann West
How can we still serve in this time of lock up? We
want to serve more. And yet everything says, “distance
yourselves”.
A long-standing relationship in Portsmouth, Virginia,
between New Creation Community and Church of God,
Sanctuary of Hope, has made it possible for us to serve
brothers and sisters during these uncertain times. Hope
Charitable Services, Sanctuary of Hope’s outreach arm,
has been New Creation’s outreach partner for many
years. Our relationship has deepened over the years of
service together.
During this time of even greater need of those who
live in the inner city, Bishop Frank Allen, pastor of
Sanctuary of Hope, asked us if we could help provide
meals for the increase in people they are serving. We
decided that we could provide 90 dinners once every
other week. We provide a one dish dinner the same
evening that Hope is organizing a large food distribution.
A large aluminum pan filled with the ingredients for
a one pot meal for 15, is delivered on the front porches
of the cooks. The next afternoon the covered, prepared
meals are picked up, again from front porches, and
delivered directly to Sanctuary of Hope. There they are
repackaged into single containers and served as people
pick up fresh and packaged food.

experienced shortages, we have not been certain that we
will be able to buy all the ingredients for our recipes.
Once the Lord provided two community sisters at the
same store at the same time. There was a package limit
in force. Yet between the two of them, they were able to
purchase exactly the amount of ground beef needed.
Another time, the meat was donated by a young family,
friends of ours, who had an excess in their freezer. And
yet again, Hope Charitable called, informing us that they
had received a donation for the type of meat in another
of our recipes – just the number pounds we needed.
It was suggested we reach out to young moms, some
our own children and their friends, to join us in this
endeavor. They have joyfully responded, cooking meals
without having to leave their homes.
In this time of “stay at home”, we can still serve
together in the periphery, and deepen and forge new
relationships on two fronts, with Hope Charitable and
with these young families.
Praise God whose plans are always deeper and wider
than our own! What joy for all of us!

Through this ministry, the Lord has provided some
unexpected blessings. As our grocery stores have

Spring 2020
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Announcements
Getting to know you, getting to know all about you…
On July 25, 2020, three communities, Community of God’s Love in Steubenville,
OH, Mother of God Community (MOG) in Gaithersburg, MD, and New Creation
Community (NCC) in Virginia Beach, VA, are planning to share a day together.
New Creation and Mother of God are less than four hours apart and so it was
easily arranged for Tom Singer, Moderator of MOG, to speak at NCC’s community
day retreat this past February. Some NCC members have attended MOG’s events.
And so, there has already been a mingling of relationships.
Being with folks from other covenant communities is such an encouragement!
Tom Singer and Anne Hamrick, moderator of NCC, thought, “Why not have a day
when more of our members could get to know each other?” Tom continued, “And
let’s invite Community of God’s Love which is only four hours away from MOG.”
And so, the idea was born. The day will be family-oriented with games, food,
fellowship and prayer. When leaders of the three communities came together for
NANCCC retreat in February the idea was met with hearty approval from the three
communities’ leaders.
Any members from the NAN who would like to attend are very welcome. It’s
good when the Body gets together!
We would love to hear about happenings in your communities that other brothers
and sisters would be able to attend.
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Christian Community of God’s Delight of North Texas
By David Peterman, Sr.
following His example and commandments.
The Christian Community of God’s Delight
(CCGD) is a charismatic covenant community
based in North Texas whose members have
responded in faith to GOD’s call to support each
other in living the Christian life.
Our prophetic call, as communicated by our
founder, is to be “a community of people in Dallas
that will be an authentic witness to the reality of My
life. A community of people of all ages, colors of
skin, educational levels, vocational backgrounds,
and financial capabilities who are willing to give up
their worldly goals, desires, and standards and learn
to love one another, as I will teach them. A
community of people so completely dedicated to
serving Me that I can mold them into the force I
want them to be.” (Bobbie J. Cavnar - January 30,
1980)
In March of 1973 we responded by making a
sacred covenant to faithfully live the Christian life
together in full communion with God and each
other – as disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
power of the Holy Spirit. He has taught us what it
means to live this Covenant, to be His People, a
People Set Apart. He brought us together to teach us
to love one another as He loves us. Regardless of
our state in life or the size of our community, we are
called to respond to His call: to grow in our intimate
relationship with Him. We are called to be fully
open to the living out the fruits of the Spirit,
practicing the Spiritual gifts, especially loving one
another, and becoming true disciples of Jesus by
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Our vision is to be a particular people of God,
dedicated in spirit and in truth to the pursuit of
holiness through the imitation of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, so that
we may be used by God to be his salt and light to
our families, the Church and the entire world.
Our mission and ministry, empowered by our
personal and communal piety, is to participate by
the guidance of the Holy Spirit in the Great
Commission. We bear witness to the entire world of
the fullness and truth of the Gospel of Jesus through
the example of lives lived together in communal
love, worship, prayer, sacrifice, and service. This
witness begins in our personal lives, with family
activities, and our service to the universal body of
Christ. We serve the greater body of Christ through
such community ministries as our school, youth
ministry, young adults, media, website and parish
outreach.
Today we serve the North Texas Area through
weekly prayer meetings, Life in the Spirit Seminars,
a K3-8th grade Elementary School, Camp Jesus
Summer Camp, Courageous Truth apologetics
conference, and through our member’s personal
actions to serve our local churches and
communities. We also partner with Matteo Calisi,
United in Christ International, in sponsoring regular
ecumenical prayer meetings and an ecumenical
Kairos conference.
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City of the Lord of the Southwestern United States
By Sharon Poppleton

Who We Are
City of the Lord (COTL) is a Catholic
Charismatic Covenant Community located in
the Southwest United States. It is one
community with three branches in four
locations: Phoenix, AZ, Monterey Bay, CA, Los
Angeles, CA, and San Diego, CA. Each of the
four groups developed out of the charismatic
renewal movement in the 1970’s and came
together to form City of the Lord in 1984. In
1990, COTL became one of the twelve founding
members of the Catholic Fraternity.
COTL defines its charism as the “receptivity
to the Person and culture of the Holy Spirit,
particularly covenant love.” The 300 members
(this includes children) endeavor to live out the
mission in the fellowship of daily lives. A key
cultural component of the life is the weekly
celebration of the Lord’s Day.

to more successful youth programs and an
increased membership of younger, growing
families.
The community has ecumenical roots and is
actively involved with the John 17 movement, an
international ministry founded in Phoenix, that
focuses on relational ecumenism. Members help
with local events and speak to Catholic and nonCatholic groups locally and abroad on behalf of
Christian unity.
One of the numerous outreach programs
includes an active inner healing ministry that
serves both members and non-members. The
team is currently involved in training a team for
Jesus Community in Bari, Italy.
In an effort to broaden vision of community life,
COTL has a fraternal relationship with both the
Sword of the Spirit and the Emmanuel
Communities.

The current senor coordinator, Jeff Looker,
stated, “When Peter Poppleton was the Overall
Coordinator he looked at where we were and
where we needed to go and led us through a
“re-founding”. During this process, COTL
engaged the experience of Sword of the Spirit
community who assisted with teachings for
pastoral care and youth formation. This has led

Page:

9 of 9

